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, Jhis Book let.

his book has been compiled. in answer b the challenge made by Group Coptain Reer Hearn

tn his Kind review of my book."First & Go, the story of AFEE. #e,gsaéd?oﬂ (Chat we reed row
Alar, are the Stories behind the story”  Sofar it has only been possible to conback a o who

Gere at AFEE in the perioc 1946 -50.  Those RJL's from the waréime period. ab AEEE, have

been more elusive and Leven need help (nfinding their names. I aim to add more stories later,

Alar Brown.

The font Gover of the Booklet.

& cover tries to depict the small Creso Room' ot AFEE, Beaulieu with o Few of the of;,amcéem,
o Right.
/St Jim S,oa.[dirg, Jack Marléomcfsz/z o Fank Dunn, Jo Bamnes.
O s ke Jack mob@)c/ffii/

The Badge.
The personnel ot AFEE. were rather envious of PTS. having o baglge. foreven though AFEE haol been
(n exisleree many years it stll had no baclge (n 1999, buk then the C.0.and Adjutant i o rectify
this. ﬁz;zz/ ran o desigr compelition and. ofter careful consideration this design was submitted b /
the College of Heraldlry. I have confirmation that they (vere working on this absign when news came.
thal AFEE was to close in Sept 1950 and become a part of ABALE. So this was the badlge bt nover
made. L.




The History of the Beadieu Airfiolds
The old airf;b,/d site at Fast Boldre hadl beer, in 19/0-12, one of Bribain's Frst @:‘@9
Schools.  Bekween 19158 1919 a large REC, lafer RAE Hying Ireining Base. was burlt

on the healthlandls on that site. After 1919 buildings were vemoved. In W45 i became
AFEEs .Droppfhg Lone .

In the 2nd WW a. much larger airfleld wos built on a row site.
Betwear 1942 and early 1944 i was a (oastal Command Liberator & Helifax Base.
In early 1944 it was used by nol, TA-F. }pﬁmn Squadlrons for bvo months and
ﬁ;m! undil the endd o; Jung} became a Yh . USAAF Thunderbolt Base.

= /n Ju{y& A.{i?./j*ﬁ‘; 9#« USAAF B2é Marauders )[}w ]CU”I &a.u/(&(_ .

/ AFEE. é’ﬂ-ﬁﬁ—h b move bhere in Dec. 194 4.
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(Vhere the hell s AFEE.?

The Experimental part of the (ntral [anding Establishment had. been formed. ok Pin b
%940 ) (mr’gz Sdle by Sicle. with the Farachute School. Renamed as A&bome,j%%cye_gy
Experimental Estoblishment by February 1942 ibmoved b Sherburn-in- Elmet roay York in August
1942, when. Kingway became oyercronded.  Sherburn was not a good choice for its ranvays

Gere Skl boing extinded and flying had b take place at thyee other alrfields,up bo 65 miles
away ,unti| work was finished.” Smog and bad weather also could oftern delay tests forweeks,
but”tork 0t on andil @ bebher SEuabed airfielol as found in December 1944.

By 1946 RT-S.itself’ hadl relocatsdl o Upper Heyford and when AFEE' old beam of PJL%
had. departed. quite cemob happy'a notice was Sent bo RPT.S.at Upper Heyford asking for SiX
experienced RJAS bo volunkeer to (ork. ab AFEE, Fowever, being experienced. was not wdhout
Soma cunning. ey had_heard tales of AFEE mork andl Tost were loo well seffled in compbriable
Ueper Heyford. and te friendships of Oxford lasses.  So ik twas left bo convince six of us ex-
UT atrerew doing o RELcourse fo volunteer, ir oll owr tnnocence.! — (Vhilsé collecting clearance
forms at the Orderly Room e asked the Sot. “Where is AFEE P". 'Ok ibs of Beau Liew , [ think
(s o French Airfield, wkich I beliove is a4 miles from Monbe Carlo" )

(0o thought “10ow.! (Vhat a pesting! Al the four Ss, Sun, Sea, Sancl ebe.” 3
A clay laber we vealized there was a $nag when our roube form Said, Didcot, Peadény,&sirgséoke,,
So tor andl so Six much wiser lads arrved ot Beaulew in the New borest durd areas’
monsoor, period!  Dozens of old scatberedl nissen huts setin the midist of corslen dripping
forest, with pathways o fews inches undler water: The mess washalf a mile away, the aurfeeld another
me in o different direction..  (as that Orderly Room Syt pulling our lgs? No,at least
two other tradesmen. posted in from other camps had also beer lold &t s in france and one
hadl been told it was tr the North of Scotlancl. In those days there was ro well-known. Mational
Hotor Musecwrn o make Beawlten krown., and there pas a ¢ airfield of a place called Beardien
in Southern France. ‘
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(Vashouse.,

(Oe. 0ere billeted ¢y the more wé{ying huts ot bre edﬁeo/fJ St which housed tradesmen of the f()or/és/zgas Seclion,
Jhe parbicular hut had not been, used for some time and lhus had no coke rafion
small black stove, The washhouse was some distance away with tin bools and mostly cold (valer and
the lodleks were none too near, and without main cbrains, With what the Yanks callead a o

ney bucket”
empliccl three times a week by a man who turned up ir a converted ex forces ambulance cc?gffz

for ibé one very

Q big lank insicle . e same firm is now a very big gerator in Hampshire, with afleet of
€normous bri_glu‘ coloured lankers, colled the C/eansin_g Group” [/ gfter. wonder IF the man who
carried the “buckebs b bip into the bonk. is now a Director of the Group.
lhat forst full day at Beaulew was loker up brudlging miles around a pruch scaltered amp,
with an arrival. form i the jpouring ratn and (e Soon appreciatzcl wh y there ere ro obher voluntsers
from the older RJT§ af Upper Heyford.” [ate that ofternoon.,, row officall arrived, e made our way o the
koo builolings or the airfield that were Ruratroop Section., my work place ﬁi the next four yeare,
Ve met koo Sgt PIT%, aboutourcon age and expercence vho had been (. a feo weeks earler

ana o 27336.@( Goeow LI, laff Roberts,andl we were usheredl tr b meek our e c;!;f;'cer /e %/-or [eacack RE
rot @ parachutist, buk el 1 eirman. He turned. out-t be one of the earliost officers posted (s
Deyvelopment Unit ok B; andla.man, ©he Kepé strict conbrol andd Care ith all best work,.

He ©as one of the mo.sz2 capable,and pleasant officers] ever met. Also Bere ges Jonmy Driscoll
ex~WO of the Orl Roras who  since Rbruar (944, had been the MOS. officer e live c(yg oing

Jhey hadl been havingrone bo Frienclly phone anlls & PIS. about sencling dotn anobrer §ix

oing lacls, but had realisec! we fpere bhe only ones Hey were going b et JE we could
gbnvfface thom that 12 could! make up the new %é leam ai{a( o ajj[ ﬁzé foas neecled! ©h

lesting the nes aireregt expectec, e were in. ” Tomorro morning we Wl give you a_go Hhrough
the hole of o M7 Helifax.  Down bhe. dreackeil hote., no longer usecl at P1S 4
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Jhings get better.

(0e veporbed baek the next day by which bime the sun pas oul and we could see a selection of
aireraft Seattered about on dispersal pans, a first RAF par 'ng Dakote, various marks of
Hali fq,xes L a &‘cﬁ’&n_y , om—omac/zu[d@ )67"»6J Smaller avr-to~caur phold aorc/a/f’— and, across e
airfield, every %}//oe of glicler and tug aircraft and a few ML Hoverfly helicopters. Sucldenty
this lookec! an excibin lpa of station,

o drec /ocu'ac/z ¢s “and moved out 1o the old %&}Gx, Jhe hote looked on@ S&\?/Léfy 6@9@)” than
the (Ohibley one that we had hecirol about ok PTS.  (Wetook off and the DZ eame ap quickly as
it was only across the road. (Ve went out in singles sitting on the edge of thehate with Jinmy Driscoll
dispatching and Hajor Racock or the DZ as they checkecl out our performance.  Fere was also an
airbo-alr photographing aircraft so @ had lo be ot ourbest. ke DZ,as it came up bo meetus,
vas Quite a szock)ﬁr unlike Meston-on-the. reen)#&s one appearecl b be half covered with a(am/as
of yellow topped gorse bushes, so e headed for a landing on ane of the gravel tracks leading across this
olel Ist,(000. Airfieldl. (Vhat we clidn't appreciate was thak they were four (nches deep i rain water!

Stll (oe were cloon, if very ek, after making the best RTS.roll we could demonstrate.

re dfgﬂf f’O"Z 06627‘01:1‘67'0;[3 fgao(%’d, ome with szbaﬁ&, i 1/20./6((0(0({19 dcygfas we pere Qccgpéed 7@,-,
the best team.  (ehad arrived ak what was bo prove o real wartime camp i an decreasingly peacelime
Aor Force. The ork was L}zfe,resf'z?@) the condlitions 1ere what you made them, but the active persannel
(ncludling the pilots were a greal bunch. It proved bo be o very happy RAF sbation.
N Our ondy problm was bving on Werkshqos Mo Site. The S/hetr.

S 7’" tn du?):ge did not boke k&w@ o what his alrmen caﬂec('//a/f

e AT TN - Vings” and ke plarsued our every lopse with vigour: Rrhaps it was
' ! % 71 \ == understonclable. His tractes men had mostly ben " Trencharel Brods "

\—— and had spent years becoming LACS and Q"o/s.anda/orgg came.

1 < thase young lecls who became Sots, just by falling out of eircraft,
gl L O ) L S?fmonb’z\? later the stotwon fas rCie:h/AAFed,'//i/@dzdé/z
- P aloays clo that when we arrived 2) and all of us and mast of zg
Anzm #;E_ :__’d/grmm ]Q\}HQB szomdmyﬁ{m [ﬁeir yaccu{{)_(z‘ ‘OAAFSCJE )ZC:S'SQ)?,/UI{E? &CQILSE

they hadl sidle windows arcl were more comfortable, even if furthur 3
frz:m the mess, )



More. recent RIIE might have a Vaséé/ different cea of a Greqy Room with a bar, drinksmachine,
Comﬁaréa,ble arm chairs, dai{y papers and (ide ScreenTV. By those at Beawlieu i, 1946 & was q
20/t x 18 Fvoom n a rary brick buclding, Nex¢ deor (vas one cold lap,a large sk, bub no Kaltlp.

In the same builoling were /f@br feacocks and_fim Driscolls offices and there (vas also an cygg'ce for

a muxure qf Armj RAF, ancl MOS o/;:'cexg) usually bur in rumber, who dealt ith heav equl ment
dropping. ammed (rbo our Cre roolr (02re ore ex-Air Gunner burned RJL. /%:9; Fd;f}g_g)berts y
and eght other PJLs, plus one Acy, Sfbrnaxo%y ][z)'sfaermm ; Mo drove bractors, packed conlacress,
er cayy equipment ard evenfelped b dispatch dummies.  (f the lon tn the crew room
three (ere i‘éyf S, Robtrts, Davis and Broor, boo were pcks, #oo georo/cés, ozze%om Jéfsg:% (whdse ,Gmgy
hadl moved fo South Afica, and just one. Cockney and one Berkshire lacl, ‘who were” soutbherners.

The creq room, toas furbher resérickd. in size by aght crew lockers, feft bohinal by the previous
oceuplers of the airfield, the It.USAAF Bomb Group thak flew BRG Maraudters, leven found an
American é/zmatmmpﬁone which I sametbimes used (n the Dakoba when dispelching.

= = Jhe lockers were rather lightweight with mesh panels in the deors.

|-i'I -'\ J X

A e wears later we were joired By Tiger Nicholsor" a read character-from
/ p)/gfg ‘?OQZO Was forever [m‘{?@ his [cr,@g-” doors qoen, itk dems Scazfz‘ered/
about. o kach him a lessan coe/o'c’fec{ his Zoc/(ardoomap itk Spare
bungees from an observer parachute, but they were not effective.
l $o e thonbriect koo massive, banﬁea? m a ﬂqo /cnm_céaz‘e Cluster.
] 75'9@-' _90]6 an [@m\g{m o/a_ Vel brainer as AQ,/O)"L:SQO(LZ' (dd‘/a
W allhis strength., stized his  Jumping smock. andlet bhe door go.
Wth an ensrmous barg the door passec through bhe locker ot high
a\ziﬂd and s ro/zofjéotéce of dlelicate "fease lend furniture’
K &z@ral\zd. b m

hoood. JE now rza/{z/ was US /om/oar{}/./




The eary weeks of 1947 saw very huavy snowfulls acrass te ©hole dountry and Beaulieu vas
Soon .S‘f’eo@}éd up an L‘ﬁé water sycgp,oé;y@%e%e man pipe to the Can{o had burst /Zoodmy
a deep dilch and then frozen over. “Airmen were seen breaking the ice onapond b wesh and
shave and, at the weokend e trudged dowr to Brockenhurst ko caleh the brain b Bourremouth for
a bath af a forces Qub.

(Vhen, the comp was back b rormal | affer the snow, we started on a very inkensive gﬂmjramme of
lest work with every conceivable load whilst we ailed for the arrival’ of the Jirst fstings.

Using parachutes, %f& with and (ithout reserve parachudes, ve jumped 9ith leg or chest Kithags
often ith heavy boads such_as the Vickers qure. B also_jumped with' 2and 3 inch mortas and
even hold.ing grimby onto o folding becycle as fo Skpséream dragged #away under the tailplane
of a Dakstq. LDyop :)19 with a i;c&nj bicycle promused one advam‘cge. '%cc couldl roll up yowr parachute
ard nide b bicycl Qf thi DZ, provicling” the Spikes of the Gorse, bushes ddnT puncéure E/ze,éyres

At one time we had afo[dzng bicyele each,which proved very useful for cycling along frm réads down b
the local swimming bath, pubs, or clances abLyminglon ork.,

he tost work, with heavy and diffieult loadls o this tome, featured the first lests of snakch eliminalors

6 replace the lowering of kit bags by ropes under hand condrol,  Oh about boenty five occasions e used
the Blank Gore Rrachules with kitbags. These parachules haol been festecl at Beaslieu a year earlier, but
even. though being o wonderful improvement, hadl never beer: accepbed for general service lse.

Kot e Gere seeing if their aoldled manoewsrability coulcl be useol 1 ayoid, allisions bekveen men i the
big sticks when the Hastings arrived. As theywere Gl elassified os'seeret; under -
test they were. alvays used with a reserve parachube, but with full webbing
under & fumping facket whilst carrying a. 60pound chast kit bag, we were
Ffully loaded, wever, there (was no more pdling docon hard. on.frontor rear
LfE webs. Gnérol fr‘océ/z the Blank Gore was just a malter of two Little coloured
Tings hich gave finger bip condrol. Awiding the gorse bushes and coming
ing?éra Sfan:zf up landing near the spot wi k/:t‘%ig 8Ll in place, was
Quite common. Abmost- the style of moderre clemonstration cbrops.




To_just move about the camp a bicyck tas essential, but RAF cycles were rot only sub.stardord, but

also in short supply. Jhe best the LAC in charge of cycles could! offer was "I may be able b builel you
up one out o/:i!{'fi about bwo weeks', He did, but the parts were fom c&%remg Sbyles of bueycles LZ?ZG’
clid. not match up. My cycle lagtect just ﬁ;ar months, then I brought my own one from home ot
[ hacl as a /k year old school boy. That laséed another eLokteen months on the f&'né roacls.
To consider going to Brockenhurst lo calch a lraih & qo on leave, week-éndl pass or jiust
b visit one of its ;%ar,oags o requlor Sofurday dance tgas a 3 mile walk but if you hadl a’cyck
you coulel feave U at an olel lacties cobtage near the Station for 2d anight. ~ “Ihe main buin
on a Sunday nright got in at 2 ara. and e just hoped that some bright asrman had nat
borrowed ottr cyjele dnd left: us with the lonlg uphitl walk back bo camp.  Yu could! take
short cut by a harrow }LZOGA through the forest and over a stream by a. one plank brz‘cge, but
you rzeed@cfy ood night yision bodoi.  There was anoé/zer&maz rest pub across the DZ.
at Last Boldre, ok shove-halfpenny and darls but ik seemed that the locals burned down the
oll lamps when we weret winring. ~ Onspecial occasions there fas a Sots Mess Lonce with Zransport
ocng out ko bring nurses from loced hospibols. The mess was decorated with the inevitable
/nu]?f- coloured supply cropping parachutes.
for the last two of'gg four years at Beawlieu I Solved my problems of (Fansport around camp
- nar wwsual way. I found an old 1890 adult size é'rz'cy ¢ at {ync(/&ursf and rocle it back.
bo camp. I used ok all arouncl the domese‘z&;é&ég andl oaf[ o the airfield. On the (way downr lo the
. - mess for breakfast I somebimes had Femk Dunn standin
Z7 = A\ 7222 on the barak the back holdling onto my shoulders. Y
| Wi 7 " for the 1949 Batlle of Britain D%péay Loy e were
i Joirg lo fit & up with crash pons and a parachute
cméé olrop ik from the balloon , but the idea. was petoed
"~ for far of it entangling with the balloon cablp .




4 Seat Ejection Film  — but from a Fairey Sword fish!

In 1947 there was a call for the furst Seat £rection Film to be made for ﬁ:gfdar pilot fmﬁnén\g.
The ftlm unit sought help from the Beaulieu test bam. The idea was o show the difference bebveen
leaving an aircraft in the old way and by the newly ivented Bang Seat

The fubm company alreadyhad fitmed Benry Lynch efecting from’a Gloster Meteor. We were being
askeo! (o Stand. (e for his descent ancl landing dressed i the same garb. oo others of our tearn,
dressed in Sidcot Hying Suils, were b bake the parts in the dld way of escape.. Ong bo leare a very
oldt, oil splatterect, RAF Swordlfish wuth. a seat bype parachibe and the obher lo stancl in for his descent
and landing.

(3 drerigloés. [ got the ensy part as Lynch coming , for a landing, but Johrny Barnes dreo the
Swordfish jump. (Dher the film crew aircraft vas alngside ha had to elimb half-way oub ther, jib and
elimb back (n. Then ofter insistence from the pilot, do the jurmp. They missed him the firstlime and he
hadl o do it all agoin. The other P.J-I did his landiing for the fibm.

Jahnriy,qéuf the boo clrops, became enthusiastic about rip cord parachutes ard wantbed b clo more.
Just before he was demobbed o poin his parents in South Africa howas dispatching panniors. M had
Lymingbon using a BE dispalchers parachute. (Pher they found hom ,guite safe, e explained that
he had slipped on the roller mat .

Ve had serious coubls about this story as ke rever wore. a parachube whilst dropping panniers
ang Seloom even a,seo(arrmkg chain. Ja/znn_j had dbne his third 740-Cort! descent and vend on his

vay bo South Africa

A
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By early 1948 e had oarﬁmé Airborne orces detachment & help wtre /_—\
the Hastings tests. Ihey were experiencedbroops with many /wnpf lo thewr /m:z;z\

Credit, from Dakotas ,but they hadl never done drill#om “star board doors, —
We had ro braining hangar™ ancl the camp gymrasiwmn was more o )} @ L
sport slore, with one vaulting box and bwo mals. We tred fo Show them ~1_ / ; ;7 .
how bo exil with a kit bag from the doorway of a small but on the airfedd) | ! \ /ﬁ{ 5
but as Lf/la.d o (Og\s: orenjz}zes & [QCked m&'{r/,/ (Qg aid /eayg f/ﬁe one #K/ é:ﬂ\ ‘
}

Hastings, but- the board cbor as loelve feet above bhe ground !/ AWK
So & was arranz,?;d that four PII§ ke z‘wem‘yﬁ?e oaras’ up to Uoper Heyford ZJ ”
WM

fora day in the Faining hangar, Hryi in"a Mk] Halifax, os the tastings |
was st rot- passed for olher auﬁdgé@ 7 — &
In a traning hangar dediicated fo port door exils from Dakotas (e 7 don't think His hedd

caused man 2y Sfranﬁe looKs as we put them out with kit &ng on the ©Orong ol ever )@_ng,

[g_gs;ﬁci@ the (orong diveclion.  AF the end of the aﬁxzmaon we crammed back. 7
into our rather old Halifax for areturn flight bo the wilel woods,

Lven without parachules it was overcrowded, so Fronk Dunn , being
airqunner size ; Satin c;/ze re};z:rézregc ;:[olri,o/eée ©ith quns and I looked over ]
his shoulder. A real show o ~Off from cur pdot ard (e were soon lookin " = /.
down on Ox;érd. Sadd«mly there (as o éerriﬁb kang /Gao(oed by smaller 7 —_ SN
roktlos ancl Frank and I ent forward o see’ (0hat ad /ﬁ%ouzea’ i

White faced paras' described flames dorcing across the wirg. Vo hao
been Struck by Z{Q/z/tnirig St Hmo’s fre”” The pllot reported hat
every instrument ©as U/ so he would have b fy back by the Seat of
his pants. We reburned bo our rear burret, only for hark b spot a
three foot hole punched through lthe bail fin just to his left.
5réunaiée{y the C/za{ye el leak “away trough the lail wheel on &ndd%?
back at Beaulieu, bul that aircraft rever Fow ageun !




Counlry fastimes - The Fabbit Hunkers.
Jack Marlborough found an unused air raid shelter atthe edge of one of the stbes ard decicled. bo kegp

a couple of ferreks with the aim of cakohing rabbits. Oreor bwo others of the lads joired him i flushing
out rabbils in the lak. evening, ’he rabbils were then b provide the occasional stws over a stove in

their nissen hut.  There pas one srag uith this plan. Nong of the inkrepid hunbers knew how to skin

o rabbit. To my lasting regret | had once, in bhe Sooutslearned. hoo b do it for @ ¢ called Backuwooolsman.

Asleep Tn. myy owon nessen hut I ould sudderly be aware of someone dangling a dead rabbit

over me calling (Qake up Toff ancl skin this forus”  The promsse of a small share of the stew was not
to well appreciated at thal-lake hour.

The Greal Mushroom [ckel

As the weather turned bo Summer wefirst became aware, that there vas o prolific crop of heathland
mushrooms (r the area between the rurways. Theyhave a very diséinctive sweek faste.

At firsk Frank Dunn and friends took afew skices of bread from the mess, Serops of bacon salyageo
from. banes obbained from the camp bulcher and with mushrooms had afry up in the evenings, bué the supply
of mushrooms increased and. _Jim Spalding suggested we enter the Wholesale trade.

It then became an early pre-breakfast meting of four orfive RJLs ab Rrabrogp Seckion. before moving
out bt airfield with an airborae foloing trolley bo pick ourcrop.  Boxed up, three orfour boxes were
taken. bo different pubs and cafés each day after work by bicycle or motorcycle. Jhe bracle
cuddcled consiclerably o the beer money until oneclay, on S&ufgn Orders, there appeared .

"The picking cgfn’ws/zmoms on the durfield is dangérous and must cease at once
S&'?ned, Station (Qarrant Oficer Me /31/0_1/. Mot & be we wenl-out eartier the next
and were just leaving with a barrow bad when there was the sound of a moborcycle agproaching.
On the f;fomf was gt Clubterbuck PIL and on bhe back was the SWO.complebe ith crickeé bag. (ome
b pick his mushrooms! W shouked “Goodl moming Mac, b which he reliid, Worning Boys,”
and e never oymore about - The buade (angozzf , I

i é@ g :@) Sl ) F’j
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J nw(y éogg/zé it~ but Frank Dunn did buy i€,

Ko, not problems with o parachude, buk problems over buyinﬁ a bright red pre- ar M.G.
A group of aircrew warrant officers from ‘A’ Fight were Selling this little status symbol ' for just

£35, and adding up my life savings I found I ©as just a couple of £'s short.

By next pay day [ could make &, but it was ro use. frank Dunn, a slightly more wealthy
C.of[e,ayae} had slipped tn. bo elinch, o deal . Seyeral C{Oys cpf driving encled Wt a. half-shaft having
b be replaced. al a local gorage. About ten daysZaéer the same /m‘openf_d again .

Frank sold the MG.on and éozg/zta. motorcycle.,
Ore night, months later in themess, [ heard the reason 0hy the MG was such brouble.
The arrant 967::'(:6?3 had, after a pub crawl near Southamptor. Docks, taken a rong éurm'r;g anc!
driven up a raileay track and the car goé edgeol (n Some_ poinks. The car now had a hoisted chassis.
Back at Beawdiou they had found ar old nisser hut on the lorg disused Ko.2 (QAAF. site. It even
had elecbric &jhtinﬁ. Uncloing an end wall they had olriver the car in and ed the end wall.

It was a dry place to work on the car.
Another Car Story involying the Fie Secbion F/Sot. who was very colowr blind,

He 0as quibe o lad to us, but was krown to pick on some of /u'.s" section, . He last quibe afey snooker
gomes the mess (ohen Wn,&y foere anh;ejzfu,( on colour (dertificakion.. One day he burned up
(with his Morris saloon’repainted in ng recl and blue, ltwas quite a laugh at the Lime,
but fifty years later I met one of his seckion and the story became very clear.
The F/S$g¢t had Gone off or a week-lorg pass with a girl friendl and left dne of kis more picked
on AC2's with orders (o go lo the DopeStore, get some paint, and repaint the Morris,
He got the most elashing colours availoble and painted not-only the outsicl, but also the seals.
The F/Sot. cdlrove (his f(ambo\yané car until he was posted away from AFEE.
My informont could not remember what ghastly pesting the ACz had as his reward.



B set tho record sbaight.

I bhe oot “Thare Jcwas ad 500 2,  which. has so many wonderful anecdoles From and. about 27 characters
there is one by a RIT about a bime wher he visilsd Beawlieu b pin i #asécffys brals. Jn it he claimed b
have loken part i 'a record of sorts’, seven jumps From a skarboard deor between J10am and J-60 am.
Lt wasn't a line sheot, but contained a slight Fisherman's tade or Vgo!ferfs lole exageration,

Ao&caﬂy U as or the 4th Aprdd 1950 and it gas six Jumps and tffag were not the 71;}36' storboard/
Jumps from a_ thstros. f/&ey were dlone on 104.Dec. 1997 by JimmyDriscoll HOS.officer, //S Jommy
Spaldzlrg and mys in three (S‘cfny/eS'. .%zae,ve); 4:‘14,/4prd was a recorcl. /ke parbcular //asc‘zh\gf: (o
madé@'cnﬁz'orzs bo the lad uriid, 76 500, was needed back ot /‘afnbomzfg/g éybé@ aﬁ‘ernoaz o;éﬁg 9%
With ore PIL. injured and one demobbed #the AFEE, team were down bo six and. for some clays we had a Jew
PTS. lads 30/13/0. By the evening of the 3rel April we still naocled! 54 jumps to complebe the fests.
Ma\jorl%aoooé and jM,Dr(:S‘COZ[? worked out howit could be cone .

- -Breakﬁ&"m‘ 500 am . draw koo chutes each at 6am, ]wn;,o at [O0am, thenas bhe Hastinos

landecl and taxied around for a second bake-offtoe boaroled From @ 20D, Fibbod bhe Seconal chute”and
Jumped again. A quick cup of Ta, draw tvo more ‘chutes aro r more Tea, Too mare chutes ana

by /1-0 am the programme was complefedl. e PTS lads left for é{qoerﬁey/gm’ at roon. lhere was a JH,

and 8"&.00'0,0 thal afterroom accorcling to my log book. | buk Er'z%y were froo dummy and. heary equipment

drops From a Halifox Mk ] . /er
_ Th recorcl of 6 jumps each Froma fastings in
_/ / AFEE BEAULEY \ \ m / hours would rot have baen possible, but, Last Botdre

7 - N Dz, being just across the road from the Beauliou
p [ Prck up Poiny \ v
N - |

_ I ;

Abﬁ'e/c/ Pe)'&ne,{er brack. Wedidn't even haye & roll
Up parachutes. Oal‘o/ho.rnass and pickecd up by seqps.

o~

(Ve even had parachute packers toroll parachules
2 ol U’b owr:
LYMINGTON [0 BEAULIED § 204D oL and tuke them back in athree lorner.

! However; e did have 5 6':3/ our oon. bea Frombhe

EAST BoLDRE DZ 1
oN THE R-F-C. AIRFIELD E:'



/2

Feayy Louipmené.

The earliest lests of jeep andl gun dropping at Sherburn-in-Elmet hod to waik until 1943 wher
Bomber Harris at last rebased a few of his (éss reeced Stirlings and earty Halifexes big enoush b take
thase thoms for airborne tests. By June 1944 the tichnique of such draps was well enoush debeloped b
alloo jegps bo be o SAS. units qpurating behind snemy lines in (entral Fance,

However, the besés of heary dlrops were not alvays free from problems. he rew posting b Sherburn gas

greebedl by the sight: of a fore shortened jesp with oval wheels fying near the seclion, buldings.

46 the PJIS ©hon not en ) ng bests, Worked akthe Heayy Fouipment Secton on the
o%efszda of the airfield kago@jgdﬁw mﬂ cﬁ'a&rxﬁn@aé& and load_jesps, ﬁﬁmﬁ brailers for bost-drops.
They akso flew when the equipment: as best drooped. New ideas on heary eguipment g also came.
fmm other wubs inclucing RAE, f&mborocfg/zﬂne now (e n. 1949 ©as less Hhan helpful.
Jo pmvem‘ a_je,o being olrmgged overaﬁer landling inverted mushroom shoped rocts roem;@tzic{ on
either sicle of e jeep so that on impact Gith the ground, these briggered. \‘L

off a small eplosive Shackle which. rluased the parachute dluster.  The idea'n = k ”“:j
The boffins' said they couldl improve on this with a small metal box andl an J&¥H “5¢ (@) @
adjustable serew rod whick would Sbrike te inside of the crashpan on == —@ (N

landing and explode the shackle. %Q Said i s a better arrengement ( N Smmvfﬁ’n rashroom
ﬁ"fﬁQﬁméwDU&OOJea,o& c}zsalvoﬁcmafﬁséz’ry?. Jwo rew 0208 (Vere <=7

crated up and duly filted under the Hastings, but what the bolfins had ﬁ—HF“-——-

forgotten was that the Hastings vibradeol hen the engines were runup |-
before bake off. errbdsccocmddocm/éaac/ﬁedﬂzecrasépanswd T Adrastobl oL
exploded the shackles and afler bake-off the Hastinas dropped buo_jeqns g rYesest sema
From. 200042, followed by thetr clsconrected o O peckecl up the O =7 causk R
Oreckage and i was clecicled rot s use bhe boffins invention. tr S 7he boffins colea -

lhe most difficult loads of heavy egujoment always askecl #e impossible from even our exert
pots and. the deminutive and /OaOk/s?o H1t.Dayies , @ proguct of be [elsh Serum Half factory” was
one of the very best pilols. fnex airframe fitter deseribedt cadging a flight with him in & Halifax



about b dr{Z the massive 25 pounder gu

r (see page 50 of Frst bo Go')
Over the larget area the release re,owxbdgym “zuled b ork. It was a hang up. ey flew
around and around trying b shake Free, but finally F/1t. Davies, who hadl clone

revious
drops of this qun,orderecl everyone b toke up crash landing posilions, for the jolt of bouch down
mi fi gm and Z’e.%y the aircraft. Mo wheeled the aircraft i for the softest
)

ree pourd landings, with the gin load having less #an /8 inches ground clarance.

Ve,):y Special ;anq;)oré,
for P/ s, (vorking at the f/eayj/ Eyupmené Section, added about an extra. mile to walk b
and from (work ancl bicycles were much in demand, bat amangst e joep

roreaécazo?e and
dented crashpans near the baziZd&z)%;;oe discovered lhe now discarcled 'Jarrow lontainer”
Cog[eée with engine (See page 45 of Rrst ko Go?)  Ftted bogether we found H still porked.
tile minds n bowork. linkering with the engine gof it up bo 20 mpk. and Scon o small
aircraft seat mounteo on a pair of wheels was altached o the rear and we had the most
unusual bransport for three RIIS around. #he perimeber Gack back 5 farachute Seclion.
for several toeeks it entertaired all ronks as it passed by before Some spoll-sport asked
bhe quastion ‘But where are you getting the pebrol?’ (e lost Hhat mode of bransport as the
Jarrow went back in the container, but e fordson tractor did a few more miles b the gallon.

e O
0
¥

The. Jarrow Contairer Farspert



(Vho stole the D. Z. Cooeyan ?
The Dropping Zone ot East Boldre, unlike, (Weston-on-the-Green,, was onforest land on which porses and.
cabtle grazed. It had no boundary ferce ever though it had heen a Ist, 10.(). Arfield. (Oith the excepbion
of the village hall, hich had been the RFC.officers mess i 1945 and later the YMCA. carteen, all the old
budldings includling six hangars, had been remeved v the 19205, To the south vest the lancl sloped
away bo the Solenk @itk no real wind-break kefore the Jsle of (ight.  Treorly permanent D.Z. ikems
were a caravar! and o T 'cut into the burf as an aiming point. Surprisingly the'T can séill ke seen
todasy, 50 years later.  The ambulance, lorry and trackrand bradler, & remove. parachutes ard contairers,
came acyoss from the 2na (0 Airfield just before dropping was about bo start. Jimmy Driscoll, the DZ.
Officer, put up the wird (ndicaking anemometer hich,ak times,strangely seemed. b register a much logwer
Speecl. thar, that whick tuumped us dovn to plough afurrew through successive bells of gorse bush. Rrhaps
the malfunction of this insbrument might be explained by the way
he carefully positioned it shieldecl bebwren the ambulance and Gk o
the three-ton lorry,.
the DZ. caravan was an old ‘crew bus’ with i engine removed .
andl it's front wheels disconnected. (e repainted Lt bright yellow AN/ et
anel i became a land mark. to estimate drift as we descended . Dz Creg Bus /oaravan & ;
Onemorning we looked down as usual, but there was no caravar,. Wind Seeedl Indicator

It had been stolen during the rught. Fventually tha civilian police were informed and they fourdl thal
(b had been seen. passing b‘voaﬁ/z the Vd@eofyﬁeau&w or a low loacler ab 2am the previous morn;

but after thot e trall ran cold. Rordays nothing more was heard.. 1 was then that B' Flight énkonyeu?J
(olh sohat must be thefurst ever crime air Search using @S Hoverfly Me ! helicoplers andl a Spotter adreraft.
After a_search the distinctive caravan still panted bright yllow, was spoltted by a helicgober locked

(n the yord of a sunplus stock dealer 8 mules awayy. e police were informed ard the thief dealt with.
Other iberns were alsofouncl. It was a 1949 forcrunner of bodayk use of helicopters by the police .




Jhere had &magym/cﬁema L’}all[d&y ot Beauliéu during [—/&(oarje_ars) but by 1945 it gas_just
usedl as a cinema wilh, bvo Shows of third-rate old fitms a week . Thuse bécame far more enterlaining by
the wry comuments of wils in the audience. The Gym was row housed in a much smaller hut.

A standing Hop, Skip and Jump would push you out through the other end winclorw.
It was really just Q;éjﬁ store (vith enol bunk rooms for tha " boo Station. PTI5.
Most persornel on the camp were kopt more than fit by the many mits they walkec! daily.

Sporé ot AFEEL

There @as o sports field of rough farm pasture which was alright for Soccrr™ and rugby pibches,
buk the crickel lkom always had o play avay games. (it boo or bhree resident PTIS plus

ght PTI/RIIs and several excellent pre-war rugby and soccer stars we had very sbron
sz soccer leams with enfoyable games on (Oedfwé@ afternoons. (Ve also enée_ftd ambbyz
local tug-of-(war iéns. Even though there were ro swimming faciities excepting from
Solent bea.ches,we haol a vry Good wakerpolo kam. using Soathampton Baths or the very big
open air Sea (oater balts al- Lymingtor for malkches. On one occasion we baat the bp leam
Lymungton lowr 3~/ and merited a special mention in the Station. Recordss.
In eartly 1949 the farmer reclaimed. our sports field and the only place left for a. Rug

by
Rtch was the grass stip bordering the Main Y. Goncrele holes were moole so that the posks

could! be put up before a game.  However; should an aircraft arrve during a game te Hying -
control_jeep would come over and the referee stoppec, the game. Both &mnsyﬂzw% mu v
hilarify, took don crossbars and posts.  Afeer the aireraft landed. up went the posts agawmn. ard
the game restarted. where U bft off.

If ewer theybuild another runwoy /f»ﬁ Heathrow, loickenham may have bo adopt the same
procedure. o(urin_g Internationad Makches !

/8.
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A Boblm With o Reserve Rrackute.

(0e on@r borrowed a balloon ot AFEE Fora very short while for the first Jumps oith a diffrewdt piece of kit,
(0 it rebain i for koo Meeks for a display orop at an 'Qpen Day, but sbrong wind blowing in from the [ste
of Veght direction later destroyed & af is moorngs. So my tolal bo%on jumps (noluding these at
Upper Heyford were just thiréeen. here were no regrets about that low number.

(ithout a braining hangar it was difficult b train paratroops who arrived to_pir in best work.
especia lly on new ot ¢ tocth boin doors Verbal adyice had to suffice. They were also using the
reserve. parachube for ﬁm‘ bire, anol e wWarned. them not b P tham unZss i, Serious lrouble.

It was therefore ronic that only I should gt info brouble with o reserve.

(Ohilst on o months duby as mess barman in 1949 I had an urgent phone call. Weare one short
for a mixed drop of 30 paras’and FJLS From a fhstings’, @ wcll orac your parachitle ond reserve ancl
put it in the aircraft with your kin hat”, Teke off i 20 munutbes”. I rushed oub and cyeleol up bo the
arcraft. Jou are No 7 /%/ré_Door:' The cromded, posilion in the Sky.

As @ mnowf'of'tﬁaa[r\craﬁ- at 1,000 4, [ wondered what haol hit me / My reserve developed wcler
my lefe arm whidst I Gas passing undler the tail, pulling me bo the rear; whilst my main parachute
tried bo develop momants laker. Then the 24 ft.canopy and the 28 f.one. began to entwine Only Frantic
buqging on lift webs managed ,at 200/, change the langled dlevelopment: into my personal eluster.

7 had bad seor bumns up my left arm for, in my rush,l had only beere in Surmer shirt-steve order .

Al bests were skopped for three days whilst we studéedd air-boair fm bo discorer what had happened.
The reserve parachuutes rip cord handle had still beer ir ibs housing. A lasé oo solyed k. The parg’
©ho as No.b had jumpecl well upor exib and his stakic line was across the oborro@ and his hook,

hael born away the botbom flap of my reserve.

Tis kd b a minor modification b the hooks or the strops and. e enforced the order never b
Jjump 4p on exi,




The. busy dlayy foher (e didl six jumps from @ Hastings befre llam. anol Lo heavy equipment draps from a. Hali fax
may give the tmpressior. of constant flying and p?zwmchaﬁng baking place. %a%evev; ve fm%}éen hampered by
the (eathar orumserviceable aircraft. As the alreraft undler kst was offen a protolype or ‘me—of/ aireraft’
there coulol be quite, long deloys gelting parts. for the RLs thase delays were ﬁas%aﬁny, but we could elvays
Soitch bo abher work using older atrcraft suck as Dakotas or bali faxes for e wipment kesés. Here (vas also ork
preparing quns and_jegps ot Heavy Fquipment workshops. I the storercom of Fauratroop Section we spent very many
days packing Kitbags, conbainers and panniess. for o full Hastings drop i tas 30Kilbags and Q0 containers
of 300 pounds . for a full pannier drop it was 28 panniexs of 350 poundls, 1with a third reeeoling repacking
ofter a drop. Containers and panniers were packed Witk concrete blocks, balesof straw and anything else we
could fincl . There were fuilures in supply drops. Un ane Hastings olrap 4 pannier parachubes did net- open and 4
350 paund pannrs hurtled down b s OZCZ[ZS the Lymington to Beasliou voad wibh conerete, Sty and wicker work
in oll divections . A very whike faced Austin 10 driver laler tomed up bo complain that he had beer bormbed.

QC"H@M and_farabroop Seckon Rrsonnel  ( Inelucling Aurts Air Rls f )
Rilots before 1946

T Wcdlr Dundler; Shar R Fli Farren, o Matthey, Fb Griffiths, W.O. Beal .
after 1946, W/Cdr Gibbson,” S/idr Rrice, It Toff Davies Fl Flavell, Fl CifY, B Knight, E/LStags, F/i Boberts, Fo Smale, o Mabieson.
Ruratroop Sechon  (Tecknrcad Siff)

Major Pmcock/ MfL Dﬁ'SC-O//J ?S!u.r:s, )% Trimm ) /Hr &‘o!ﬂ!' M'/Sﬂffmn ) S/Lgaaﬁl_) Mr Martindale,

FJIs before 1946. RIIs 1946 - Rplamants 1947 - 48 Later Replacemen s
HSqt- Lo Bretton F;@rﬁ JafF Roberts /89t Jim Goaleling %7 - 40
F/3g¢ t Edalie (Pabson Sob. Frowk Dunn 1947 - 1950
gyf & Den Fett $9#. Hoddgkingon $ob Kew Kioldl.
12 Sgt. loff Browon 1946 - Sept 1980
5‘ Jack Drinkocker @’m«éi&’é) f‘,‘.%}wy Barnes Set Jack. Clark — demob 19489 S5t Masos .
Sgt George (Lilley ?) ¢, Tecd “Rbbson Hhe<hinson demob 947 S3f. Fergusson.
Sot U);’Zﬁf Day:s A Jack fﬂaf[bomyll
S\gt qz./. Jan Bruce 59/, Noe! Cq//‘\lj}m;\ _
(Above names hot kmcoQ.J Gol, Eric Bale . %f‘. Nick olson .
St Drinkaaler re-enlishal ot PIS, Plus Skt fervod Dekichmenk of RT-S Flls 15 halp ik Hashngs Tsts.,

‘n {34_7



